What is Building Green and
What Does it Mean for You?
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The built environment has a profound impact
on our natural environment, economy, health
and productivity. Building green is a design
and construction method that recognizes
this impact and focuses on creating buildings
that minimize the impact on the environment
while positively affecting the economy and
the health of the building occupants. To ad-
dress these impacts, building green focuses on
four major components:
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Wbhy Build Green?

Building green is rapidly gaining popularity as more
architects, builders, and homeowners recognize its benefits.
These benefits fall into three main categories:

Environmental benefits.

Buildings are major contributors to consumption and waste. For
example, buildings in the U.S. consume approximately 65% of all
electricity used. Building green can:

- Enhance and protect ecosystems and biodiversity

- Improve air and water quality

+ Reduce solid waste

- Conserve natural resources

Economic benefits.

Through a focus on efficiency, conservation of resources, and
natural lighting, green building can:

- Reduce operating costs

- Enhance asset value and profits

- Improve employee productivity and satisfaction

- Optimize life-cycle economic performance

Health and community benefits.

People spend the vast majority of their time in buildings and
their health can be negatively impacted through the use of toxic
chemicals in paints, carpets, and sealants. Building green focuses
on the use of fewer toxic materials and can:

- Improve air, thermal and acoustic environments

- Enhance occupant comfort and health

- Minimize strain on local infrastructure

« The Not So Big House, Sarah Susanka
« Green Buildings Pay, Brian Fdward

- Sustainable Landscap

- The Pm}a;ﬁes Kachadorian
o .

s
|




